ON THE 
STREETS 


Valerie Osier {| Daily'49er~~ 


any Homies people dwell around the Long Beach Civic Cine? with their belongings. 


This was among the issues addressed in the Long Beach City Council Study Session on 

Homelessness. The City Council meeting was attended by Long Beach Mayor Robert 

Garcia, the entire City Council and managers in public-health, housing and safety. The 
meeting looked at the city’s 10-year homelessness plan and examined the strengths and weaknesses of the 


plan. The goal for the night was to build a new, comprehensive plan to tackle the. growing homelessness 


problem in Long Beach. 


The vice presidential 
nominees meet for 
their only debate of 


the 2016 election 
season. 


, By Michaela Kwoka-Coleman 
News Editor 


The vice presidential nominees 
debated their plans for national 
security and the economy Tues- 
day night, often arguing over each 
other and CBS moderator Elaine 
Quijano. : 

The debate, which took place at 
Longwood University in Virginia, 
opened with Republica nominee 
Mike Pence criticizing Democratic 
nominee Tim Kaine’s time as gov- 
ernor of Virginia. 

Pence, the current governor of 
Indiana, claimed that Virginia — 
under Kaine’s administration — 
doubled its unemployment rate as 
a result of Kaine’s economic poli- 


PENCE 
TRURP < BSO22. 
The — 1 


Olivier Douliery | Abaca Press Stephen M. Dowell | Orlando Sentinel 


Virginia Sen. Tim Kaine, left, accepts the Democratic vice presidential 
nomination during the third day of the Democratic National Conven- 
tion at the Wells Fargo Center in Philadelphia on July 27. Republican 
vice presidential candidate Mike Pence, right, speaks at a campaign 
rally at The Villages, Fla., on Sept. 17. 


cies. recession and that Virginia actual- 
However, the Washington Post ly outperformed the national aver- 
fact checker noted that during the age in terms of GDP growth. 
The debate quickly turned to the 


recently leaked 1995 tax returns of 


time Kaine was governor, the na- 
tional economy was experiencing a 


Republican presidential nominee 
Donald Trump. Pence defended 
his running mate, saying Trump is 
“a businessman, not a career pol- 
itician.” 


Kaine claimed that Pence had to 


disclose his tax returns to Trump 


‘prior to being chosen as his run- 
ning mate; Kaine then said that 
‘Trump should have to release his 


tax returns to show the American 
public he’s qualified to be presi- 
dent. 

When asked by Quijano how 
each of their economic plans 
would address the national debt, 
both candidates ignored the ques- 
tion. 

After some prodding, Kaine did 
finally offer a response. 

“The debt explosion on the 
Trump plan is much, much bigger 
than on the Clinton side” 

The Washington Post fact 
checker note that this was a missed 
opportunity for Kaine, as the Clin- 


see VP, page 2 


P OPOSITIONS: 


Proposition 58 


~The i A9er started a weekly 


Series informing students on 
the propositions up for vote on 


_ the November ballot. To read 
more 2 poe o 
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PROPOSITIONS: Proposition 58 


California Non-English 
Languages Allowed in 
Public Education Act. 


By Caitlyn Mendoza 
Staff Writer 


Californians will be voting on allowing public 
schools to teach in languages other than English 
this November. 

The California Non-English Languages Al- 
lowed in Public Education Act, which will be 
on the ballot as Proposition 58, would repeal 
most of Proposition 227, known as the English 
Language in Public Schools Statute. Passed in 
1998, Prop. 227 established English as the only 
language used in public education in California. 

If Proposition 58 passes, California schools 
districts will have the option to establish du- 
al-language programs in schools, if the commu- 
nity expresses the need for it. In bilingual edu- 
cation, teachers speak both their students native 
language and English. 

Supporters say multilingual education en- 
courages “intercultural interactions and empa- 
thy” 

Additionally, supporters claim that this prop- 
osition -will allow all students to become pro- 
ficient in English as soon as possible, since it 
would authorize school districts to establish du- 
al-language immersion programs for both native 
and non-native English speakers. Thus, non-na- 


tive speakers would learn English and native-En- 
glish speakers would learn a second language. 

Those against the proposition say that chil- 
dren should be taught English in public schools 
and bilingual education may mean that some 
non-native English speaking children will never 
learn how to read, write or speak English prop- 
erly. 4 

Opponents also argue that this proposition 
would overturn policies that actually improve 
language education. Since the adoption of Prop- 
osition 227 “English for the Children” in 1998, 
opponents say that there has been a huge in- 
crease in Latinx students scoring high enough 
on verbal exams to gain admission to the Uni- 
versity of California system. 

As of right now, Yes on 58 has raised $1.1 mil- 
lion, with $500,000 coming from the California 
Teachers Association/Issues PAC. Other groups 
that are supporting this proposition include 
the California Democratic Party, the California 
Faculty Association and California Chamber of 
Commerce. 

However, the California Republican Party and 
Libertarian Party of California oppose the mea- 
sure, but have not raised any money against this 
proposition. 

California Governor Jerry Brown, Congress- 
man Alan Lowenthal of District 47 — which in- 
cludes Long Beach — and Long Beach Mayor 
Robert Garcia strongly support Proposition 58. 
Additionally, educational institutions such as 
San Diego State University, the Los Angeles Uni- 
fied School District and San Francisco Unified 
School District have come out in support of the 


CAMPUS VOICE 


Regarding Prop 58: Bilingual Education in schools. Do you think that it’s a good idea to allow non-English languages 
to be used in public educational instruction? 


proposition. 


*This article is part of a weekly series inform- 


ing students on the propositions up for vote on the . 


November ballot. 

**All information comes from Ballotpedia.com, 
a nonprofit organization that provides nonparti- 
san information on American politics and elec- 
tions. 


FAST FACTS 
PROPOSITION 58 


© Preserves requirement that public 
schools ensure students become 
proficient in English. 

© Requires school districts to solicit par- 

_ ent and community input in develop- 
ing language acquisition programs to 
ensure English acquisition as rapidly 
and effectively as possible. 

* Requires that school districts provide 
students with limited English proficien- 
cy the option to be taught English 
nearly all in English. 

© Authorizes school districts to establish 
dual-language immersion programs 
for both native and non-native English 
speakers. 


Courtesy of Ballotpedia 
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ton-Kaine plan would increase ta about 
85 percent of the size of the overall econ- 
omy while the Trump-Pence plan would 
increase to around 105 percent of the 
overall size. 

The debate then moved on to mat- 
ters of domestic security, mainly gun 
control and immigration. 

Kaine acknowledge the rights of gun 
owners, reminding the crowd that he is 
a gun owner and supporter of the Sec- 
ond Amendment. However, Kaine then 
pointed to mass shootings as reasons 
for implementing stronger gun laws, 
citing the Virginia Tech shooting that 
happened while he was governor of 
Virginia in 2007. 

Since then, Kaine said he believes 
that there needs to be stricter gun 
regulations and better background 
checks, to ensure mentally ill people 
do not have access to such weaponry. 

Pence then brought up border secu- 
rity, claiming that Clinton and Kaine 
“have a plan for open borders.” 

However, this was later noted to be 
an exaggeration, as the Clinton-Kaine 
campaign have advocated for tighter 
border security along with expanding 
pathways to citizenship for undocu- 
mented people who are already here. 

This debate was the first and only 
debate for the vice presidential nomi- 
nees. The next presidential debate will 
take place Sunday at 6 p.m. and will be 
aired on CNN. 


“T think that being able to 
speak multiple languages is 
really important in our ev- 
er-globalizing world. I want to 
be a teacher, and as a teacher 
I want to be able to commu- 
nicate with parents who don’t 
speak English. I think it’s a 
good skill to have.” 


—Zoe Perfetto, history 
major, junior 


EYE CARE BS: SPECIAL 


for STUDENTS 
EAP OPTOMETRY 


6541 E. SPRING ST. 
LONG BEACH, CA 90808 


562.496.3365 


EapOptometry.com 


ur office is located in the Stoter Bros. Shopping Center (Spring St. 
& Palo Verde Ave.}"A value frame with single vision plastic lenses 
{spb 4, cyl 3). A valid current student ID must be presented at the 
time of services. The offer cannot be combined with any other 
scounts or insurance. 


EYE EXAM + EYEGLASSES* 


1 PAIR OF DISPOSABLE CONTACT LENSES 


20% OFF EYE EXAM 
20% OFF EYEGLASSES 
20% OFF PRESCRIPTION SUNGLASSES 


“Yes, I think it is important 
sO we Can interact with other 
cultures. We can feel more 
comfortable within the class 
setting.” 


—Pilar Garcia, 
recreational therapy 
major, 5th year 


INCLUDES: 


OR 
EYE EXAM + 


OR 


“T think the language here 
should be kept separate in 
classes, because it will mess 
up the grammar structure. 
However, I think people 
should be required to learn 
more than one language.” 


—Jacob Melton, English 
rhetoric composition 
major, senior 


Follow the Daily 49er on: 


facebook 


Go to www.daily49er.com for more information 


“Yes. We are in a very diverse 


country, and a lot of peo- 
ple are speaking different 


languages in various cultures. , 


I think it’s a good way for 


people to interact with one 


another, and brings better 


connections from the students 


to the instructors.” 


—Debora Zelaya, 
recreational therapy 
major, 5th year 
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CRIME 


Video showing fatal police shooting released by LAPD 


By Kate Mather 
Los Angeles Times 


LOS ANGELES — Los Angeles po- 


lice released a security video of the 


chase that lead up to the fatal police 
shooting of an 18-year-old in South 
L.A. over the weekend. 

The video shows a young man in 
a blue sweatshirt, who police say is 
Carnell Snell Jr., running through a 
strip mall and behind parked vehicles 
holding what appears to be a hand- 
gun in his left hand. 

The young man then crouches and 
appears to tuck the handgun into 
his sweatpants before running away 
from the camera. Moments later, 
a police officer is seen running in 
Snell’s direction. 

Police Chief Charlie Beck told 
The Times that he and Mayor Eric 
Garcetti spoke at length about the is- 
sue.and decided to release the video 
to correct what the chief described as 
competing accounts about Saturday’s 
shooting. 

“My huge concern is that the du- 
eling narratives further divide the 
community,’ Beck said. 

The tape was taken from a nearby 
business, and Beck said the recording 
shows Snell running with a gun in 
his hand. Many residents have ques- 
tioned the police account, including 
whether Snell had a gun. 

The tape’s release. comes as the 
LAPD is trying to quell protests 
sparked by the shooting of Snell, who 
was killed on 107th Street. A day lat- 
er, police fatally shot another man in 
South L.A. 

Beck, along with other law en- 
forcement leaders, has said he gen- 
erally opposes releasing body camera 
footage, expressing concerns about 
violating privacy and possibly inter- 
fering with investigations. 

But amid growing scrutiny of 
police shootings, law enforcement 
agencies are under pressure to release 


videos of deadly encounters. Last 
week, officials in San Diego Coun- 
ty originally said they would not 
immediately release video of a fatal 
shooting by El Cajon police, but they 
reversed course after days of protests. 
Police in Charlotte, N.C., released 
footage of a fatal shooting there amid 
protests. 

Beck told reporters Monday that 
officers were working near 108th 
Street and Western Avenue about 1 
p:m. when they spotted a light blue 
Nissan that had paper plates. The 
plates didn’t match the year of the 
car, Beck said, causing officers to 
think it may have been stolen. 

As the officers watched the ve- 
hicle, Snell, sitting in the back seat, 
looked toward them, then ducked “as 
if to hide from them,’ Beck said. 

He said officers started to follow 
the car, which slowed down. As offi- 
cers activated their lights and sirens, 
he said, the car slowed more and 
Snell got out, “holding his waistband 
as if he was supporting something.” 

Thinking Snell was holding a gun, 
the officers chased him, Beck said. At 
some point during the 200- to 300- 
yard pursuit, the chief said, the offi- 
cers saw Snell pull out a gun and hold 
it in his left hand. 

They chased him to a driveway in the 
1700 block of 107th Street, where Snell 
turned toward them, Beck said, the gun 
still in his hand. Police opened fire. 

Snell died at the scene. 

. Beck said a .40-caliber handgun 
was found “no more than 5 feet away” 
from Snell’s body. The gun was fully 
loaded, Beck said, indicating it wasn’t 
fired. 

The officers did not have body 
cameras, the. chief said, but a vid- 
eo from a nearby business “clearly 
shows” Snell running with the gun in 
his hand. - 

Beck acknowledged the anger sur- 
rounding the weekend’s shootings 
and said he believed some of the re- 
action has been compounded by oth- 


* PAID ADVERTISEMENT * 


What Your Teachers Never Taught You 


Election Slanders 


Gary Coronado | Los Angeles Times 


Jeromy Jackson lights candles at a vigil for his friend Carnell Snell Jr., 18, who was fatally shot by Los Angeles Police 
Department police Oct. 1 after a vehicle pursuit. 


er police killings around the country. 

“We have all seen police-involved 
shootings that defy justification in 
other municipalities. I have seen 
them where I am at a loss to under- 
stand why,” he said. “I think that af- 
fects what happens on the streets of 
Los Angeles.” 

After Snell’s death, scores of peo- 
ple gathered near where he was shot. 
Some shouted profanities at officers. 
One man complained about police 
helicopters and sirens keeping him 
up at night. Others said they were 
tired of being repeatedly stopped by 
officers - “they don’t do that in Bev- 
erly Hills,” one man said. 


Dr. George A. Kuck (galbertk@aol.com) 


Slanders: Republicans don't care about the wage gap between bottom 10% of the income earners and 
the top 1% of the wealthy. They also don't care about immigrants, 

Response: In the past several years, data shows the Democrats are replacing the Republicans as the [i 
preferred party of the rich. Only two of the top 10 wealthiest congressional districts are represented by 
Republicans. We have 92 million citizens not working, an increase of 11 million on President Obama's 


watch. How can we talk about the wage gap when fewer citizens are working today due to the worst 
| recovery from a recession since 1940? 


You should not discuss the wage gap without understanding illegal immigration. Republicans are 
for legal immigration. The law of supply and demand cannot be overcomeby good intentions. A high 
number of the illegal immigrants are not well educated and will take any job for low pay - check your 
local home depot. The excess supply will mean lower wages. How can we close the pay gap if there is a 
flood of people who are willing to work off the books for less than minimum wage? Illegal immigrants 


are crowding out millions of jobs needed by American workers. New Orleans after hurricane Katrina 


showed the construction labor pool of black carpenters and dry wall specialists were replaced by illegal 
migrants. Illegal immigrants are overwhelming our public service budgets in schools, hospitals, and 
courts. They are undermining the process of legal immigration. Republicans give first priority for jobs 
to our citizens while supporting an annual inflow of a million legal immigrants. 

Questions: Who is trying to close the income gap? Which party supports education policies that 
provide decent paying jobs in our new information society? Which party has the best plan to increase 
the number of jobs? Republicans support improvements of inner city minority student educational 
options. Democrats support keeping minorities trapped in non-performing inner city schools. 

Analyze propaganda of both political parties. Evaluate conflicting claims and don’t accept them at 
face value. Use results to judge the claims, not how good they sound. Decide before voting. 


Graffiti covered buildings near the 
intersection. “Rest well Carnell,” one 
message read. “LAPD” was written 
next to his name, the letters crossed 
out with an X. 

On Sunday, during a second night 
of protests, news spread of another 
deadly police shooting in South L.A. 
Coroner’s officials have not yet iden- 
tified the person killed, described by 
police as a man between the ages of 
18 and 22. 

About 5 p.m., gang enforcement 
officers were investigating a report 
of a man with a gun near 48th Street 
and Ascot Avenue. The officers spot- 
ted someone matching his descrip- 


tion and began to approach the per- 
son, Beck said. 

The man then turned and pointed 
a handgun at the officers, the chief 
said, prompting police to open fire. 
Paramedics took the man to a hospi- 
tal, where he died. 

The gun, Beck said, turned out to 
be a replica weapon, with its orange 
tip covered by black paint or pen. 

Those 
body cameras, Beck said. The chief 


officers were wearing 
watched the video Monday morning, 
saying it “clearly supports” the offi- 
cers’ accounts. Beck said he had not 
made a decision on whether to re- 
lease that footage. 


HEALTHY VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 


For research study involving measurement of hemoglobin and 
other non-invasive readings. 

If you are 18 years of age or older, healthy and weigh a 
minimum of 110 Ibs, you may be eligible to participate in a 
research study with monetary compensation for your time. 

You may be paid up to 250 dollars. Multiple blood draws and a 
fluid infusion may be involved. Study time varies. 
Please call for details. 

Masimo Corporation 
52 Discovery Irvine, CA 
92618 949-297-7137 


send us your samples at eicd49er@gmail.com 


4 ARTS & LIFE 


By Lorraine Al 


Los Angeles Times 


A thug pulls a gun in a Harlem park 
at night. Two black men in hoodies, 
foreboding music, the threat of deadly 
force. 

The encounter, from the new Netflix 
series “Luke Cage,’ at first seems to de- 
pict an inner city we've seen in so many 
other television shows — and heard 
about most recently in our political dis- 
course. 

Except this hoodi¢e-wearing man in 
the scene is no stereotypical TV gang- 
ster — he’s a superhero with bulletproof 
skin. And “Luke Cage” is not your aver- 
age take on black America. 

The streaming series, released Fri- 
day, is the third installment in a Net- 
flix Marvel initiative that also includes 
“Jessica Jones” and “Daredevil” Cage 
made his debut last year as the love/sex 
interest of Jones, but he’s part of a larger 
trend that finds superheroes overcom- 
ing their broken and dysfunctional lives 
to step up for a greater good. 

Just as Jones represents bigger so- 
cial issues regarding women, power 
and even rape, Cage steps in to address 
Black Lives Matter, racial inequality 
and black-on-black violence. 

But it’s not just Cage’s superhuman 
abilities that make him the best man 
for protecting Harlem and its people 
from nefarious forces. His deep un- 
der-standing of black history and cul- 
tural achievements is just as critical as 


Mike Colter stars in “Luke Cage,” which debuted Sept. 30 on Netflix. 


his Kevlar-like skin, and he deploys that 


knowledge as strategically as his foes ° 


deploy spies and assassins. 
“Think about where you are,’ Cage 
says to the gun-wielding thug in the 


park. “Hallowed ground. This park is — 


named after Jackie Robinson. Take a 


look around” 
“At what?” sneers the thug. 
“Our legacy,’ answers Cage, before 


« bending his adversary’s gun into a piece 


of pop art. 
Cage (played ‘by Mike Colter) is as 
much about défending his Harlem 
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Luke Cage shows his true power 


neighborhood from bad guys on both 
sides of the law as he is about explain- 
ing why Harlem and its culture are 
worth defending. 

It’s a mission that makes him one of 
today’s more interesting and relevant 
superheroes and that challenges all- 


Myles Aronowitz | Netflix 


too-common assumptions that black 
and Latino America is a blighted ghetto 
where crime, drugs and staggering pov- 
erty are its core. 


see CAGE, page 5 


2016 Fall Job & Internship Fair 


Thursday, Oct 13 / 12pm-4pm / USU 2nd Floor 
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° Full & Part-time Jobs, gi Internships 
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The Career Development Center is a department of the Student Affairs Division. 
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Take Trump’s generalization about nearly a 


Voice Your Opinion 


More troubling was that many pundits and ana- oe f af T 

lysts overlooked his flat-world description of more Pe A A V a } 20 1 i. 

than 87 million people for juicier comments about te ] 

Rosie O'Donnell. (It took “Saturday Night Live's” - C : ; 

hilarious debate sketch to have fun with both.) 3 O Mi Mi U N é TY Ee O Fe U MI 
Is there any. doubt why Cage feels like a super- : 


third of the American population. It wasn’t sur- 
prising, given the candidate's previous speeches. 


hero tailor-made for our times? i : 
He’s not just a black hero in a black hoodie; he's 
= one of handful of television characters who pro- — The i+ te} 4 Perplex: 
vide an alternative vision of black America. aoe = 
Though Marvel created him more than 40 years 


ago as a nod to blaxploitation films of the era, the Would Legalized Marijuana be Good Or Bad 


Netflix series (created by Cheo Hodari Coker) : i i 
finds our hero moving through a nuanced black oe fo r So u t h ern Ca lifo rnia 2 
and Latino community of professionals and work- i . 

ing-class people, trees and cityscapes, complex 
conversations and shorthand street slang. 

Cage references black literary figures like Walter 
Mosley in conversations at the barbershop, drops 
the names of black ‘American war heroes such as 
Crispus Attucks during run-ins with gun-toting 
punks and debates the merits of old-school hip- 
hop over modern-day club hits during his night 
job as a dishwasher. 


fuk 


Cage steps in to address 
Black Lives Matter, racial 
inequality and black-on- 
black violence. 


-Lorraine Ali, 99 


Los Angeles Times 


Conversations between other characters about 


OR BAD FOR SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA? 


| success in modern black America — do you try 


and climb a corporate laddex that has fewer rungs 
for minorities or work the underbelly of the streets 


for cash? — are also part of the connective tissue d 0 b 1 0 
and context that elevate the series into something : be 0 nm oS y; cto 2 r 
more than a feel-good vengeance montage. 
Cage’ -fashi 
apr a hes can feel old-fashioned and & Pa 0 0 a 7 30 m 
quaint at times: His boss at the barbershop keeps « a 


a swear jar into which money must be deposited 


every time someone curses (wed all be broke), and 


though he’s just come out of prison, he’s sensitive Lo n g B ea C h Sta t e U n ive rs | ty 


to other black men addressing him with the N 
ee ee 3 Beach Auditorium located in Student Union 
term — over and over again — in a prison or ur- 

ban drama?). Then again, this is the retro-leanin: y . . . 
world of Marvel, aa modern issues are aca C om p li men ta ry Pa rk n g In Lot #3 
through the lens of a medium created in the time 
of our great-grandparents. 


When a young man addresses Cage with the N 


word, he replies: “I've had a long day. I’m tired, but 


de Rsk Ged ai plnerer Aoueay Call _ Panelists will discuss the pros and cons of Proposition 


that word. You see.a ... standing in front of you, 


across the street from a building named after one 64, which could have sweeping impacts on law 
enforcement, government, health care and more. 


of our greatest heroes? ... You even know who 
Crispus Attucks was?” 
Cage's abilities to rip a car door from its hinges 


e 


and use it as a battering ram, or to shield a child 


from the spray’ of an. aséaiilt rifle with his body The pros and cons of two Long Beach measures will also be discussed: MM, which 
come from a prison experiment gone awry, while 


would allow medical marijuana businesses to operate in the city; and MA, which 


« _ his sense of ethnic and cultural pride is no doubt 
to the lack of such sentiments through- . . . . 
ee a ee eee would authorize taxes on medical and recreational marijuana. 

out the hero franchise — and media as a whole. 
Marvel aficionados and fanboys have their own 


fraught relationships with Cage, as they do every 


other hero or heroine brought to life on the screen Come hear the live ly debate before cas ting your vo tes. 


(Google it if you have a free month or three to go #Prop64 e #Vote2016 — 
down that wormhole). But for the rest of us, “Luke : 


Cage” is a refreshing twist on the superhero fran- : = Sponsored by - 
chise — and a remedy to stereotypical images of 
the black and Latino “community.” 


“Luke Cage” may be hard to watch given the fre- S OUTHER n 


CALIFORNIA PRESS-TELEGRAM LONG BEACH STATE 


NEWS GROUP Local. News. Matters. U N IVE R S sie 


quent images of his bullet-ridden black hoodie — 
a mirror of the real-life shootings that have played 


out across America — but when Cage emerges un- — 
scathed, he’s sending a message: You cannot keep 
us down. 


6 OPINIONS 


= 
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t was a staggering day when charismatic Leos became spon- 
taneous Cancers, harmonious Libras became modest Virgos 
and the adventurous Sagittarians became whatever an Ophi- 
uchus is. 

NASA announced a shift in the zodiac on Sept. 30, add- 
ing a 13th sign in Ophiuchus to the mix and leaving millions under 
a new chart. It’s actually pretty devastating to realize that the sign 
we've become emotionally attached to might not be our own any- 
more. 

NASA, you ruined the pseudo-science fun I was having correlat- 
ing the position of stars in the sky to my personality. Thanks for 
“doing the math” and giving us all an “Ophiuchus,’ but at the same 
time —- no thanks. 

In a report which can be found on the space agency’s Tumblr ac- 
count, NASA shifts the blame of having introduced “Ophiuchus” in 
our lives to the Babylonians, who first created the zodiac. 

As reported by NASA, when the Babylonians invented the 12 
signs of the zodiac, the dates of birthdays aligned with specific con- 
stellations. 

Although I’m no expert in knowing how my zodiac sign affects 
things like my day or relationships — I was interested in reading up 
on how being a Libra defines my personality. 

Td look up my sign’s traits and read descriptions along the lines 
of, “Libra’s are gentle, kind and harmonious beings,” and say, “That 
is so me.” 

Is it funny? Slightly. Pathetic? Probably. However, I know I’m not 
alone in this. People across the world constantly try to figure their 
lives out through the 12 zodiac signs they've been given to work 
with — well, 13 now. 

As reported by a study conducted by market research poll The 
Harris Poll, 26 percent of Americans believe in what astrologists 
have to say about their signs - whether it be a prediction for their 
future or insight into their personality. 

This means a few million folk out there wake up, reach over for 
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Editor-in-Chief 


News Editor Michaela Kwoka-Coleman 


The real 
zodiac killer 


Heads up everyone, you may be an 
Ophiuchus. 


_________ By Jorge Paniagua 
Opinions Editor 


their phones and scroll through the web in order to find an accurate 
horoscope for their day. This is no joke; I've heard of people wearing 
specific‘colors on certain days because an astrologer advised them to. 
The stars - and the meanings we've prescribed to them - have 
guided our lives, and we've never had reason to question our signs. 
But 3,000 years later, the sky has changed and Earth's axis doesn’t 
point in the same direction as it did when the Babylonians were busy 
trying to figure out who exactly was an Aries and who was a Taurus. 
So, that leaves a gap that has never been considered before. The 
fix? Ophiuchus, the serpent holder of the zodiac. Ophiuchus now 
rests between Scorpio and Sagittarius, claiming Nov. 29 through 
Dec. 17 rearranging the dates associated with the prior 12 signs. 
AllI can say is, NASA‘s researchers may not study astrology — but 
they sure did drop a bomb on the horoscope reading world. Horo- 
scopes recently (and that’s before the announcement) became my 
go-to source for comforting relief when I couldn't necessarily figure 
out what in the world was going on with me emotionally, spiritually 
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— and even financially. 

Predictions made by zodiac enthusiasts may not be definitive, but 
they attempt to answer difficult questions — the kind that science 
doesn’t — like, “What is my purpose in life?” and “Why did they 
cheat on me with my best friend?” 

But now the zodiac community is in panic, and I am slightly in- 
timidated to read up on any traits nowadays— I mean, what am I 
now? Am I still an outgoing, talkative and social Libra? No. Accord- 
ing to the new zodiac dates, I’m a calm, collect and reserved Virgo 
— what the hell? 

While I’m able to shrug the revelation off and say “meh” toward 
this astrological dilemma, many aren't having it. 

According to an article for The Guardian titled, “Panic in the zo- 
diac” by Alan Yuhas, the clients of astrologers are basically going 
crazy over NASAs blogpost. 

“All my clients are freaking out. It’s ridiculous” Shelley Acker- 
man, a New York-based astrologer and member of the American 
Federation of Astrologers said in the aforementioned article. 

“Strangers are messaging astrologers, saying, ‘Please don't tell me 
I’m Cancerian; or “For God’s sake, I’m not a Virgo,” Ackerman said. 
“It’s really upsetting people.” 

I can sort-of relate to those panic-induced people. NASA, why 
must you reveal scientifically accurate astronomical information to 
the masses? 

Arizona astrologer Salvador Russo spoke about NASA%s 
ground-breaking, zodiac-shiftin’ revelation in his blogpost, The 
Starseed Astrology blog. 

“T think [the shift is] aimed at discrediting astrology to prevent 
people from gaining wisdom and enlightenment,’ he said. 

Look, all I can say is: NASA — I'm mad at you and I’m proud of 
you. Two different emotions coming from the two signs I've come 
to love. 

That’s right, I have decided I’m both a Libra and a Virgo and I 
feel very sorry for anyone who ever has to say, “I’m an Ophiuchus.” 
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MEN’S GOLF 


Men’s golf team tees off 


Long Beach State 
finishes 14th at Nick 
Watney Invitational. 


By Matthew Simon 
Sports Editor 


The Long Beach State men’s golf 
team competed in its first tournament 
Tuesday, finishing 14th at the Nick 
Watney Invitational at the San Joa- 


WOMEN’S VOLLEYBALL 


quin Country Club. 

With a score of 307, the 49ers fin- 
ished one place above last place team 
Cal State Bakersfield by a single shot. 
BYU claimed the team title with a 
l-over par 853 after the two-day, 54- 
hole tournament concluded. 

The Cougars finished two strokes 
in front of Nevada and Saint Mary’s, 
who tied for second place. Fellow Big 
West opponent Cal Poly finished sev- 
en shots behind St. Mary’s to finish 
fourth overall. 

Hunter Reed led LBSU after shoot- 


LBSU is on to the 


next one with big 
weekend ahead 


UC Riverside and 


Hawari are next up 
for Long Beach State 
women’s volleyball team. 


By Matthew Simon 
Sports Editor 


With a 4-0 start in conference play, 
the Long Beach State women’s volley- 
ball team looks to remain unbeaten in 
the Big West as they head to UC Riv- 
erside today. 

The 49ers are coming off two im- 
pressive wins, comprised of sweeps 


against Cal Poly Friday and UC Santa 


Barbara Saturday. 

LBSU’s defense was solid against 
the Mustangs as they held Cal Poly 
to a .106 hitting percentage while re- 
cording 14 blocks. 

In the match, sophomore middle 
blocker Peyton Gravhovac blocked six 
hits, while sophomore outside hitter 
Anete Brinke, junior middle blocker 
Ashley Murray and freshman mid- 
dle blocker YiZhi Xue had five blocks 
each. ; 

While LBSU handled Cal Poly, UC 


Santa Barbara gave the 49ers a tough 
test in a 28-26 win in the first set. Af- 
ter some defensive adjustments, LBSU 
got back on track and finished with a 
3-0 win. 

The strong collective effort is what 
the 49ers need as they head to UC 
Riverside tonight and host Big West 
favorite Hawai'i on Saturday night at 
Walter Pyramid. 

The UCR Highlanders (5-9, 0-2) 
head into the contest having lost back- 
to-back games to Cal State Fullerton 
and Hawai'i. 

UCR's 
Mickayla Sherman, who leads the 
Highlanders with 149 kills on the year, 
and junior middle blocker Meg Gra- 


freshman. outside hitter 


ham, who is second on the team with’ 
111 kills are expected to lead the team. 

LBSU’s biggest challenge will be 
Saturday when it hosts Hawai'i — an 
early clash of the top two Big West 
teams. 

Last year, the 49ers lost both 
matches against the Rainbow Wahine, 
including a 5-set thriller Nov. 11 at 
Walter Pyramid. 

The two teams are pegged to be fin- 
ish 1-2 again and winner will sit at the 
top of the conference after the match. 


ing a 73 in the final round to finish 
48th at 1l-over 224. Redshirt fresh- 
man Joe Fryer and freshman Patrick 
Pockels tied to finish 75th at 18-over. 

Fryer finished the final round with 
a score of 83, while Pockels posted a 
tile 

St. Mary’s Perry Cohen captured 
the individual medal after going 
5-under with a 208 score. 

LBSU will be back in action when 
they head to Simi Valley to compete 
in the Bill Cullum Invitational at 
Wood Ranch Club Oct. 17. 
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Follow @49ERSPORTS 
for live tweeting of 
LBSU games. 
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Courtesy of LBSU Athletics 


Rendering of what Blair Field, home of the Dirtbags, will look like when renovations to give the facility a facelift are completed. A new batting facilty and bullpen are expected to be ready in November. 


Blair Field gets a facelift 


Long Beach State 
baseball Dirtbags break 
ground on renovations 
for new facilities. 


By Miguel Vargas 
Staff Writer 


The Blair Field renovations kicked 
off Tuesday as construction crews broke 
ground on the Dirtbags’ new batting fa- 
cility. 

As baseball season slowly approach- 
es, the project looks to give the 58-year- 
old facility a facelift. 

Renovations started in January of 
this year and consisted of a new outfield 
wall, a home bullpen and a new batting 
cage facility. 

According to Mark Edrington, the 
senior associate of the athletics director, 
the outfield was finished at the start of 
the 2015/16 season. Currently, the bat- 
ting cage and the home bullpen projects 
are underway. 

“At this stage, the contractor [BN- 
Builders] is completing the under- 
ground infrastructure, exterior base wall 
and footings of this project” Edrington 
said. “The next portion of this project is 
the arrival of the batting cage structure 
and assembly in the next few weeks.” 

The renovations are being made at 
Blair Field so that the baseball stadium 
can have a better appeal to the general 
public and to help the team in recruiting 
while trying to compete in the NCAA 
tournament. 

It will also help the team by provid- 
ing the Dirtbags with better equipment 
to work with before games and during 
practices, according to Dirtbags’ head 
coach Troy Buckley. 


Courtesy of LBSU Athletics 


Rendering of what the inside of the Dirtbags’ new batting facility will look like when the project is completed in late November or early December. 


“It’s going to be really good for us to 
get more work in [and] be more efficient 
with what we're doing - and it’s a nicer 
area to work,’ Buckley said. “I think that 
will help the team immediately” _ 

Buckley mentions that if there are any 
weather problems during the season, the 
team won't have to worry about inclem- 
ent weather, thanks to the new facilities. 


He also states that it will help them in re- 
cruiting because of the better conditions 
that the field will be in. 

The Dirtbags will be using the bull- 
pen and the new batting cages right 
away to practice and test out the newly 
constructed facilities. 

" The home bullpen and the batting 
cage are scheduled to be completed late 


November or December, according to 
Edrington. 

The Blair Field renovations would not 
be possible if not for financial help from 
private donors and alumni. 

According'to Wayne Stickney, the Se- 
nior Associate Director for Major Gifts 
and Resource Acquisition, most of the 
money that is going into the Blair Field 


project comes from donors. 

“Most of the donors consist of alum- 
ni and former players, Stickney said. 
“Some of the donors are Marylin Bohl, 
Evan Longoria and Troy Tulowitzki.” 

Bohl donated $1 million to the Blair 
Field Campaign and Longoria, Tulow- 
itzki and Jared Weaver also gave money 
for the cause. 


